y Inquiry II.?An examination of the experiments of Physio-logists, supposed to establish the direct influence of the heart on the motion of Venous Blood.
logists, supposed to establish the direct influence of the heart on the motion of Venous Blood.
Venous circulation has always been regarded by physiologists as an exceedingly difficult and abstruse question. The length of column to be moved, its distance from the propelling power, and the intervention of minute capillaries, are circumstances well calculated to give rise to various speculations. The column has not only these peculiar conditions, but exceeds by almost three times the arterial, which is imagined to urge it forward. Physiologists have endeavoured to discover forces adequate to the transmission of the blood through its long and complicated circle. Magendie finds them in the action of the heart and arteries. Barry, in addition to these, in the diminution of pressure in the chest on inspiration. Others regard the heart, arteries, and capillaries, show that the diversity of venous tension is explicable chiefly on the action of the capillaries.
